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Dear Communication Ethics members, 
 
At our November 2010 Business Meeting at NCA 
this year (Tuesday, 2:00 – 3:15, Parc 55, Fillmore 
Room), we will be voting to approve a number of 
small bylaw changes that have been previously 
discussed.  In addition, I will invite discussion 
surrounding a more substantive change to enable 
the Executive Committee to issue statements on 
behalf of the division. 
 
The recommended changes that have been 
previously discussed and/or are minor in nature are 
summarized here: 
 

1. Article IV, Section 2—Delete the word 
“NOTE” at the beginning of the section and 
delete the final sentence referencing action 
in the first year of the division’s existence, 
as it is no longer needed. 
 

2. Article VI, Section 4—Change sentence to 
read, “The Awards Committee shall be 
chaired by the Immediate Past Chair and 
two appointed members” to reflect current 
practices. 
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3. Article IX, Section 2—Change reference to 
the division’s webpage location to 
www.commethics.org  to reflect a change 
in practice made in 2008. 
 

4. Article X, Section 1—Add to the first 
sentence that awards for top papers are 
those “presented at the NCA Convention 
each year…” and change the final sentence 
to reflect the division’s decision to provide 
a monetary award only to the top student 
paper. 

 
5. Article X, Section 2—Add an additional 

award for excellence in teaching by 
inserting the following sentence: “In 
addition, one award may be given for 
outstanding teaching in communication 
ethics.”  Delete the final sentence 
referencing monetary prizes.  
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The recommendation for an amendment that I 
encourage you to comment on at our Business 
Meeting that is designed to enable the Executive 
Committee to issue statements on behalf of the 
division is: 
 

1.  Article VI, Section 1—Add the following 
sentences:  In addition, the Executive 
Committee will prepare statements and 
respond to inquiries to ensure the Division 
of Communication Ethics is adequately 
represented in NCA policy matters.  Draft 
statements will be circulated to the 
membership for comment, and final 
statements will be circulated and/or 
published to the website. 

Thank you for your consideration of these changes.  
If you have questions or wish to discuss any of 
these amendments with me in advance, please feel 
free to contact me before the NCA Convention. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Spoma Jovanovic 
Chair, NCA Division of Communication Ethics  
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Bylaws 
Communication Ethics Division 
National Communication 
Association 
 
ARTICLE I. NAME, AUTHORITY, AND 
PURPOSE  

 
Section 1. The name of this group shall be 

the Division of Communication Ethics (DCE), 
formerly the Commission on Communication 
Ethics (CCE).  
 

Section 2. The Division of Communication 
Ethics exists by authority of the Constitution and 
By-laws of the National Communication 
Association (NCA) ratified by the membership in 
2003. Formerly, the CCE was established by the 
Legislative Council of the Speech Communication 
Association (SCA) at the SCA Convention in 
November 1984.  
 

Section 3. The purpose of the Division is to 
promote research and teaching relating to ethical 
issues and standards in all aspects of human 
communication and to encourage educational 
programs that examine communication ethics.  
 
ARTICLE II. MEMBERSHIP  

 
Section 1. General membership in the 

Division of Communication Ethics is open to any 
member of NCA who is interested in promoting the 
Division’s purpose.  

 
Section 2. The membership of this Division 

shall be composed of those persons who attend 
meetings of the Division at the annual NCA 
Conventions and those individuals who submit a 
written request to be a member of the Division or so 
indicate on their NCA membership application or 
renewal. A current list of Division membership will 
be maintained in conjunction with the NCA 
National Office.  
 
ARTICLE III. MEETINGS  
 
An annual business meeting shall be held at the 
time and place of the annual convention of NCA. 
Additional meetings may be scheduled by the 
Executive Committee.  

ARTICLE IV. OFFICERS  
 
Section 1. The officers of the Division shall 

be Immediate Past Chair, Chair, Vice-Chair, Vice-
Chair-Elect, Secretary-Treasurer, and Newsletter 
Editor.  

 
Section 2. NOTE: The Immediate Past Chair shall 
serve as Chair of the Awards Committee and as a 
representative of the DCE in the NCA Legislative 
Assembly. The Immediate Past Chair shall serve a 
one-year term. During the first year of the Division, 
the Immediate Past Chair shall perform the duties of 
the Immediate Past Chair.  
 
             Section 3. The Chair shall preside at 
business meetings of the Division, shall represent 
the DCE in the NCA Legislative Assembly, serve 
on NCA’s Nominating Committee, and perform 
such other duties as are specified in these Bylaws. 
The Chair shall serve a one-year term and shall 
succeed to the office of Immediate Past Chair.  

 
Section 4. The Vice-Chair shall, in 

cooperation with the appropriate committees, plan 
the Division programs for the annual NCA 
Convention. The Vice-Chair shall serve a one-year 
term and shall succeed to the office of Chair.  

 
Section 5. The Vice-Chair-Elect shall serve 

as a member of the Paper Selection Committee. The 
Vice-Chair-Elect shall serve a one-year term and 
shall succeed to the office of Vice-Chair.  

 
Section 6. The Secretary-Treasurer shall 

prepare minutes of meetings of the Division and of 
the Executive Committee, channel appropriate 
information to Spectra and CRTNET, and perform 
other customary duties of that office, i.e. providing 
the annual report on membership as required by 
NCA. The Secretary-Treasurer shall also maintain 
an updated copy of the division’s bylaws. The 
secretary shall serve a two-year term.  

 
Section 7. Newsletter Editor will be 

appointed by the executive committee for a two-
year term. The Newsletter Editor will prepare and 
make the newsletter, Ethica, available to members 
of the Division (e.g. paper copy, webpage, email 
format).  
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ARTICLE V. ELECTIONS  

 
Section 1. The nominating committee shall 

consist of the immediate past chair and two 
members appointed by the present chair. Their 
charge is to nominate at least one person for each 
vacancy to be filled.  

 
Section 2. Following the report of the 

nominating committee at the annual business 
meeting, and allowing for nomination from the 
floor, the election shall be conducted by the chair in 
such a way as to provide for election by majority of 
those present and voting.  
 
ARTICLE VI. COMMITTEES  

 
Section 1. The Executive Committee of the 

DCE shall be composed of the Chair, Vice-Chair, 
Vice-Chair-Elect, Secretary-Treasurer, and 
Newsletter Editor. The Executive Committee shall 
serve as chief administrative authority of the DCE 
between annual business meetings of the 
Association and Division, with the understanding 
that all actions taken shall be reported at the 
Division’s annual meetings.  

 
Section 2. Nominating Committee - - See 

Elections Section 1.  
 

Section 3. The Paper Selection Committee 
shall consist of at least two members elected at the 
annual meeting and the Vice-Chair-Elect.  

 
Section 4. The Awards Committee shall be 

chaired by the Immediate Past Chair and two 
members appointed by the Chair.  

 
Section 5: The Division may form ad hoc 

committees in order to meet the continuing needs of 
the Division. Such committees may include, but are 
not limited to, Committee on Communication 
Ethics and the Association, Committee on Short 
Courses and Pre-Conferences, Committee on 
Research and Scholarly Practice, Committee on 
Instructional Development, and Committee on 
Awards and Resolutions. Committee chairs will be 
voted on by the membership of the Division at the 
annual meeting. Volunteers from the Division will 
form the membership of the committees.  
 
 

 
ARTICLE VII. PARLIAMENTARY 
AUTHORITY  
 
All business meetings of the DCE and Subsidiary 
bodies thereof shall be governed by the 
parliamentary rules and usages contained in the 
current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order.  
 
ARTICLE VIII. AMENDMENTS  
 

Section 1. Amendments to these Bylaws 
may be initiated by a majority of the Executive 
Committee or by a majority of the membership at 
an annual meeting.  

 
Section 2. A proposed amendment must be 

published in the Newsletter prior to the annual 
meeting at which it will be considered for final 
approval.  

 
Section 3. The adoption of a proposed 

amendment requires a two-thirds majority vote of 
those present and voting at the annual meeting of 
the Division.  
 
ARTICLE IX. COMMUNICATION WITH DCE 
MEMBERS  

 
Section 1. Members are invited to send 

email messages to members of the DCE on the 
DCE listserv. To subscribe to the listserv, send an 
email message to: comethics-
subscribe@yahoo.com.  (Post message to: 
comethics@yahogroups.com  Unsubscribe: 
comethics-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com)  

 
Section 2. Information will be available to 

members on the DCE webpage, which is available 
on the NCA webpage “Units” section.  
 

Section 3: All division news should be 
reported in the division’s newsletter, Ethica. Ethica 
should be published twice per calendar year. 
Recommended publication dates are 
September/October and February/March to best 
communicate upcoming conferences and report 
minutes from previous conferences. The editor is 
responsible for distributing the newsletter via email 
based on the division’s database on NCA website.  
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ARTICLE X. AWARDS  

 
Section 1. The Division will give awards to 

the top paper and the top student paper each year, as 
determined by the Vice Chair and the paper 
reviewers. Each award will include a monetary 
prize from the Division’s annual budget, the amount 
to be set at the preceding year’s business meeting.  
 

Section 2. The Awards Committee (see 
Committees, Section 4) shall seek nominations and 
review submissions for the following awards to be 
presented each year at the DCE’s business meeting 
in the following categories: Top edited book, top 
single author book, and top journal article with a 
communication ethics focus. Awards will be given 
only in years when the committee deems 
submissions merit recognition. Each award will 
include a monetary prize from the Division’s annual 
budget, the amount to be set at the preceding year’s 
business meeting.  
 
Bylaws approved 11/17/07 
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To become a user in the 
Communication Ethics Division 
LISTSERV 
Follow these guidelines: 
 
 To start sending messages to members of our 

group, send an e-mail to 
comethics@yahoogroups.com  

 To reply to a message, simply answer the 
message and your reply will be sent to all 
members.  

 To become a new subscriber to our listserv, 
send an e-mail to  
comethics-subscribe@yahoogroups.com  

 To communicate with the moderator, send an  
e-mail to comethics-owner@yahoogroups.com  

 If you do not wish to belong to our com ethics 
group, you can unsubscribe by sending an       
e-mail to  
comethics-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com  

If you wish to receive a private response from our 
group members, enclose your own e-mail address in 
your note and encourage people to send you a note 
using that address, rather than the group address. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communication Ethics Division  
Officer Contact Information 
 
Chair 
Spoma Jovanovic 
Department of Communication Studies 
The University of North Carolina — Greensboro 
s_jovano@uncg.edu 
 
Vice Chair-and program planner 
Annette Holba 
Communication & Media Studies  
Plymouth State University  
aholba@plymouth.edu 
 
Vice Chair-elect 
Lisbeth Lipari 
Communication Department 
Denison University  
Lipari@denison.edu 
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Melba Velez 
Department of Communications 
Grand Valley State University 
velezme@gvsu.edu 
 
Immediate-Past Chair 
Pat Gehrke 
Department of English 
University of South Carolina 
PatGehrke@gmail.com 
 
Ethica Editor 
Christina L. McDowell Marinchak 
Department of Communication &  
Rhetorical Studies 
Duquesne University 
mcdowel338@duq.edu  
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Updated 1-2008 
Committee on Communication Ethics and the Association 
Roy Wood (chair)  rvwood@du.edu 
Pat Arneson  arneson@duq.edu  
Ronald Arnett arnett@duq.edu  
Ken Chase  Kenneth.R.Chase@wheaton.edu  
Norma Cook ncook@utk.edu 
Jill Dishart dishart@duq.edu 
Tricia Giannone Henson giannonehensont@duq.edu 
Michael J. Hyde hydemj@wfu.edu 
Chris Johnstone Clj3@psu.edu 
Rebecca Meisenbach rmeisenbach@concord.edu 
Chris Poulos   cnpoulos@uncg.edu  
Lea Stewart lstewart@rutgers.edu 
Tammy Swenson Lepper  tswensonlepper@winona.edu  
Committee on Short Courses and Preconferences  
Lisbeth Lipari (chair) Lipari@denison.edu 
Spoma Jovanovic  S_jovano@uncg.edu 
Michael J. Hyde  hydemj@wfu.edu 
Peggy J. Bowers powers@clemson.edu 
Melissa Cook Melissa.Cook@email.stvincent.edu 
Annette Holba aholba@plymouth.edu 
Clella Jaffe cjaffee@georgefox.edu  
Marie Baker Ohler MarieBakerOhler@sbcglobal.net 
Paula Tompkins pstompkins@stcloudstate.edu 
Debra Worley cmdebra@isngw.indstate.edu 
Committee on Research and Scholarly Practice 
Pat Gehrke (chair) patg@sc.edu 
Ronald C. Arnett Arnett@duq.edu 
Peggy J. Bowers  pbowers@clemson.edu 
Cliff Christians cchrstns@uiuc.edu 
Kathleen Glenister Roberts robertskg@duq.edu  
David Gunkel dgunkel@niu.edu 
Lisbeth Lipari  Lipari@denison.edu 
Fadoua Loudiy  loudiyf@duq.edu 
Tammy Swenson Lepper tswensonlepper@winona.edu 
Sanda Tomuletiu tomuletius@duq.edu 
Committee on Awards and Resolutions 
Ken Chase (chair) Kenneth.R.Chase@wheaton.edu 
Donna Goben dgoben@du.edu 
Spoma Jovanovic S_jovano@uncg.edu  
Marie Baker Ohler Mariebakerohler@sbcglobal.net  
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Committee on Instructional Development 
Bill Neher (chair) neher@butler.edu 
Ken Andersen keanders@uiuc.edu  
Leanne M. Bell bell@duq.edu 
Lori Brown l-brown2@northwestern.edu  
Melissa Cook Melissa.Cook@email.stvincent.edu 
Tammy McGuire Tsmkr7@mizzou.edu 
Paul Sandin Sandin@butler.edu  
Susan Sci ssci@du.edu  
Susan Stearns sstearns@mail.ewu.edu  
Paula Tompkins pstompkins@stcloudstate.edu 
Sanda Tomuletiu Tomuletius@duq.edu 
Debra Worley cmdebra@isugw.indstate.edu 
Karen Zediker kzediker@ups.edu 
Reviewers for 2009 NCA Convention 
Spoma Jaovanovic (vice chair elect) s_jovano@uncg.edu 
Communication Ethics Division Officers 
Immediate Past Chair:  Pat Gerhke patg@sc.edu  
Chair: Spoma Jovanovic S_jovano@uncg.edu 
Vice Chair: Annette M. Holba aholba@mail.plymouth.edu  
Vice Chair-elect: Lisbeth Lipari Lipari@denison.edu 
Secretary/Treasurer: Melba Velez velezme@gvsu.edu  
Ethica:  Christina McDowell Marinchak mcdowel338@duq.edu   
 
 


